
1 
 

CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, December 4, 2017 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 

was held on Monday, December 4, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 

Chambers at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard. The meeting was opened with The Pledge 

of Allegiance. Present were Mayor Jim Thomson, Council Members Dan Sebben, Ed 

Notter, Joan Provaznik, Megan Moylan, Danny Hebenstreit, Reginald Finney and 

Rick Vilcek. Matt Casey was necessarily absent. Also present were Amy Hamilton, 

City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

New Police Officer 

Evelio Valdespino 

 

Major Craig Mueller introduced the City’s newest police officer, Evelio Valdespino. 

Assistant Pam Hylton did the honors of the swearing in ceremony.  Officer 

Valdespino comes to the City from serving for 20 years in the City of Berkeley.  

Council and audience welcomed Valdespino and his family. 

 

District 2 Meeting 

December 9, 2017 

 

Mr. Vilcek stated there will be a District 2 Meeting on December 9, 2017 at 10:00 

a.m. at The Heights. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

November 20, 2017 

 

Mr. Hebenstreit moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the approval of the 

minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 20, 2017.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Nordstrom’s Inc./Saint Louis Galleria 

Liquor License Request 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the cafe at Nordstrom’s has a new managing officer, and, 

therefore, had to resubmit for its existing license.  Staff sees no issues and 
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recommends approval to issue license. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the approval of the liquor 

license request from Nordstrom’s, Inc. at the Galleria.  Carried unanimously. 

 

David Reary/Steve Fickenwerth Retirement 

 

Ms. Hamilton announced that our Building Commissioner, David Reary will be 

retiring at the end of January after 38 years of employment with the City. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that Steve Fickenwerth will be retiring from Public Works at the 

end of December after 25 plus years with the City. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5511; first reading 

Approves Boundary Adjustment of Lot 79 of 

Clayton Home Addition, 1221 Laclede Station Road 

in the City of Richmond Heights, MO. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5511.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5511 was presented and read. 

 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT FOR BOUNDARY 
ADJUSTMENT OF PART OF LOT 79 OF CLAYTON PARK ADDITION, PLAT 
BOOK 29, PAGE 34 AT 1221 LACLEDE STATION ROAD IN THE CITY OF 
RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated we are adjusting the northern boundary of this area for the park 
and have purchased the property.  The boundary adjustment should be recorded 
before the end of the tax year. 
 
Bill No. 5511 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

None. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS No. 2 
 

None. 
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

Short Term Rentals 
 
Mayor Thomson stated there have been comments made under Citizen’s Comments a 
few council meetings ago regarding short term rentals taking place as well as hearing 
that the police department has been receiving complaints about out of town cars 
coming and going in residential areas due to these rentals.  Also, a petition had been 
received with signatures from a neighborhood that stated they did not wish to see 
short term rentals located in their neighborhood.   
 
Mayor Thomson stated despite the fact the City Municipal Code states the short term 
rental business is not allowed, we understand there are some of this type businesses 
being run in our neighborhoods and the trend is rising in communities around us. 
 
Mayor Thomson stated that the Council had received information from the City 
Manager to give Council opportunity to review the topic in further detail.  Mayor 
Thomson stated he would like to hear discussion from the Council. 
 
Mr. Finney stated one of his concerns was the business should not be run from a 
vacant home; needs to be owner-occupied with owner on premises.  Mr. Finney also 
stated this may have impact on the hotels we now have in Richmond Heights. We 
already have concerns about online sales hurting our brick and mortar businesses; this 
may be the same concept. 
 
Mr. Hebenstreit agreed with Mr. Finney, but he would consider the issue if 
inspections, conditions, etc. would be in effect on a regular basis and if complaints 
arose, the business would be restricted. 
 
Mr. Notter stated he had spoken with the other local Mayors who have B & B’s in 
their communities and they don’t seem to have problems. Mr. Notter asked if we had 
received repeated complaints or crimes reported on the business that is currently 
operating within Richmond Heights.  Mr. Notter stated he has not made up his mind 
currently but was not sure it should be barred. 
 
Mr. Sebben stated his concerns were on how to monitor the business; and was 
traffic/parking really a problem. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated there were complaints due to zoning code restriction now and had 
questions on how would this be implemented with what regulations would be put in 
place. 
 
Mr. Sebben stated Webster, Maplewood and Brentwood have evidently put controls 
in place to satisfy the concept of the short term rentals. 
 
Ms. Moylan stated she had also not made up her mind; had concerns with parking and 
was concerned the neighborhood would not knowing who is renting. 
 
Mr. Notter stated he understood the guests were vetted by the owner and were people 
visiting for a good reason, not indiscriminate rental.  In his opinion, it should be 
regulated and inspected, however. 
 
Mr. Sebben suggested regulations could include limits on length of stay; i.e. no 
parties, outside guests, etc.  
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Mr. Vilcek stated the concept is relatively new to the area, not new to Florida and 
other states.  Mr. Vilcek stated it is not more than a transient motel even with 
regulations.  Mr. Vilcek stated Ladue just passed an ordinance that limits rentals of 
property at no less than thirty-days. Mr. Vilcek said he had concerns regarding safety 
with regard to who actually is staying there.  He stated the property owner doesn’t do 
background checks. 
 
Ms. Provaznik stated she had a concern about neighborhoods that have children; the 
guests are not subject to background checks and could possibly have a record, who 
would know.  
 
Ms. Moylan stated she still had concerns about parking issues.  Ms. Moylan stated if 
residents currently residing in their neighborhood were not in favor and then be 
subjected to someone who decided to open this type business next door; what 
recourse would they have to object if Council voted to allow short term rentals.   
 
Mayor Thomson stated that upon hearing the comments tonight, we should do more 
research and review options on regulations.  Staff should send the Council examples 
of legislation enacted by neighboring municipalities so that by next meeting, we 
could discuss again at the next meeting and assess what controls can be implemented.    
 
Mr. Vilcek stated he felt there should be a public hearing for residents to voice their 
opinion on the short term rentals before Council gets to the legislation stage of 
presenting an ordinance. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated if Council crafted legislation, the matter would have to come 
before the Plan and Zoning Commission first to be heard at their own public hearing, 
and then it would come before the Council with their own public hearing for drafted 
legislation.  Ms. Hamilton stated that P &Z would like to have Council’s majority 
decision on what exactly is wanted in the legislation before they proceed with their 
own public process.  
 
Mr. Reary, Zoning Administrator, stated there are a lot of facets to this issue, much of 
which has been discussed tonight, noting Webster Groves legislation looks to give a 
good amount of control, but Council is correct to discuss it further to meet Richmond 
Heights concerns.   
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the St. Louis Association of Realtors has stated they wished to 
participate in the public process to give their professional input to the issue.  
 
Mr. Vilcek asked Ken if the private subdivisions could prevent this short term rentals 
in their neighborhoods even if Council enacted legislation. 
 
Mr. Heinz stated yes, they could, due to their indenture agreements. 
 
Mayor Thomson stated the topic should be discussed again at the next Council 
Meeting as we develop more information on the subject. 
 
Closed session 

 

At approximately 8:17 p.m., Mr. Vilcek moved,  Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to 

hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 

(1), and (2), (3) and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss in 

order to discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 
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governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a 

public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys, leasing, purchase or 

sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public knowledge of the 

transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration thereof, hiring, firing, 

disciplining or promoting an employee of a public governmental body, and 

documents related to a negotiated contract.    AYES:  Mr. Finney, Mr. Hebenstreit, 

Mr. Sebben, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Ms. Provaznik, Mr. Vilcek and Mayor 

Thomson. NAYS:  None. 

 

At approximately 8:45 p.m., Council returned to open session. 

 

Adjournment 

 

At approximately 8:46 p.m., with no further business to come before the meeting, Mr. 

Vilcek moved, Ms. Provaznik seconded, to adjourn. Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

 

_____________________ 

APPROVAL 


